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LAURENCE BROUSMAN on 


The Social 


RIME is sometimes a very shameful thing: but is not the 
record of the way the powerful States have dealt with 
crime in the past more uniformly shameful even than crime 


itself? 


People of conservative mind are so 
extraordinarily ready to make excuses 
for organized society which they will 
not make for the individual. “That 
was a cruel age,” they will say, when 
you recall the judicial horrors perpet- 
rated against human nature three 
hundred, two hundred, one hundred 
years ago; it was tradition, it was 
eustom. 


Yet there were nations, professing 
Christianity—a doctrine having ex- 
actly the same basis then as now— 
the same creed, the same gospel, the 
same divine life of compassion and 
mercy exemplary of what Heaven 
required in the conduct of man to 
man; and there were rulers and ad- 
ministrators with minds and power of 
reason just as capable as our $wn— 
giants of intellect some of them—who, 
with all their profession of Christ- 
ianity—interpreting it to the sup- 
posed needs of the State—have left 
to us their ghastly record of a penal 
code worse than the crime it was set 
to remedy. 


That penal code—the obsequious 
servant of State-authority—stood 
hundreds of years behind the average 
individual conscience of the commun- 
ity. And yet in moral authority we 
exalt it above the individual! In age 
after age, the conscience, the living 
conscience of this country, went to 
prison and to exécution to bring it a 
little more up-to-date. Revolting 
juries refused to convict because of 
its savageries: and still it moved 
slowly and reluctantly, cruel in the 
fear of the human nature it did not 
understand. 


So Recently é 


Little more than a century and a 
half ago a girl of fourteen was sen- 
tenced in this country to be burned 
alive for counterfeit coining: only 
eighty-five years ago a boy of nine 
was sentenced to death for breaking a 
pane of glass and stealing sixpence. 

These sentences were not carried 
out, but they were pronounced. I 
suppose it was still. considered “ex- 
emplary’ to remind the criminal 
classes of what powers the law had 
over them. 


Now let us imagine that some indi- 
vidual caught a boy indulging in petty 
theft; and to punish him—in_ hot 
blood perhaps—took him and hung 
him up by the neck till he was dead. 
Should we not be inclined to say that 
so rabid a wild beast must be exter- 
minated from the face of the earth, 


STEADY SUPPORT 


HAVE been heartened by two substan- 
Lai gifts to the Peace News fund. One is 
in itself of great intrinsic interest: a col- 
lection of Treasury notes since the first 
Bradbury and of crown pieces from the 
first George onward. The other comes 
from a mission station far up-country in 
N. Rhodesia, 200 miles from a railway, as 
I judge from the map. 

And now, in the last Fighting Fund 
announcement to be written in 1941, I 
have to thank the innumerable donors for 
the steady support they have given Peace 
News during the year which has carried 
us well heyond the £3,006 mark; also the 
indefatigable distributors of Peace News 
—known and unknown to me. May 1942 
bring Peace! 

Contributions since the last _ list 
£58 15s. 4d. Total to date £3,065 17s. 


Please make all cheques, POs, and money 
orders for the Peace News fund payable to 
Peace News Ltd., and crossed ‘‘a/e Payee 
and address them to the Accountant, 
Peace News, 2 ee, Road, London, 


The Editor. 


Has not that record stood out as a 
in the conscience of Christian society? 


ghastly blind spot 


lest he should have descendants like 
himself? 

Yet that is what our own courts of 
justice—the authorized instrument of 
the people of England—were doing in 
cold blood to young boys in the days 
of Charles Lamb. They had not the 
excuse of national danger, or war; 
yet we don’t think that our ancestors 
ought to have been abolished off the 
face of the earth for doing it, or for 
allowing it. We manage to forgive 
them because, after all, they were 
our ancestors. When it comes to a 
State-act, the individual shares the 
responsibility with so many that he is 
able to shift it from his conscience. 


But in that process what had the 
State done to itself? In so dealing 
with the criminal it had become a 
criminal —making of itself a moral 
montrosity—all the more foul because 
in the perpetuation of such acts it 
declared that it was doing no wrong! 


Savage Penal Code 


How, one may ask, was it possible 
for such penalties as these, and others 
even more savage than these, to be- 
come embedded in the penal code of a 
civilized and a Christian State? 


Mainly for two reasons, I believe: 
first the fact that the doctrine of un- 
reformative punishment, as express- 
ive of the justice of God, was part of 
its religion; and secondly, that the 
State based itself then, as now, on the 
will to power, and not on the will to 
save (Love) and, seeking its safety 
in terms of power, it perpetuated 
these atrocities. From those two 
premises the results were only natural. 


Are we going to salve our conscience 
today by mere degrees of comparison, 
by saying: “We are not so bad as 
that now’? Perhaps we are not so 
bad; but the basis on which we con- 
tinue to act has not altered. The 
will to power (for which the State 
still stands) must always lag behind 
the will to love in its understanding 
of human nature. And while it lags 
behind, the penal code of the State 
will always be a drag upon the social 
conscience. 


Examine that question from the in- 
ternational point of view. Why is 
every State armed? Because every 
State, when all is said and done, is a 
potential criminal whom other States 
cannot trust. And though these 
States look down upon their criminals 
they are proud of themselves. 


Uneasy Alliances 


We are grouped today, many States 
together, in armed alliance for what 
(when we took up arms) we held to 
be a great and a just cause: and while 
we are so grouped we speak well of 
our Allies. But the groupings of to- 
day are not the groupings of yester- 
day; and the international spectacle 
which we have presented age after 
age has been simply this: that no 
nation could trust any other nation to 
behave morally, justly, humanely, and 
for the good of the whole where single 
self-interest was concerned: 

So like to its own criminals did each 
nation remain that all the others had 
ever to keep their instruments of pun- 
ishment ready to hand in case of need. 


Is it not an extraordinary commen- 
tary on the law of punishment—that 
not merely does it fail to do away 
with the criminal within its own juris- 
diction, but reproduces his likeness in 
all the high places of the world— 
giving him his justification by show- 


Conscience 


terest ends, States are no other and 
no better than he? 


Punishment Shared 


We all agree that war is a very 
horrible thing. But at one point it 
has a moral value which is not shared 
so obviously by other penal codes; a 
value which people are coming more 
and more to recognize today, and 
which will—more than anything else 
perhaps—help to put an end to war. 


For when you seek to punish wrong 
by going to war, then you yourself 
have’ to share the punishment. In- 
nocent and guilty alike must agonize 
and suffer and die- To inflict that 
punishment you must choose out your 
bravest and your best, and send them 
to share equally with those vou would 
Dapieh the sentence of suffering and 

eath. 


All punishment inflicted by penal 
code really comes back to the com- 
munity, but only in war do we see it 
shared; actively and voluntarily by 
some, passively and unavoidably by 
others. And perhaps it is that more 
than anything else which will event- 
ually persuade civilized man that war 
is intolerable—that he cannot punish 
without sharing the punishment. 


We shall never get rid of the crimin- 
al till we cease to separate ourselves 
from him, till we make his interest 
our interest, till we share, willingly 
and consciously, the responsibility of 
the society which has produced him. 


Famine'over Europe 


EXILED PREMIER 
ON BELGIUM’S 
NEED 


“E_SELGIUM is on the verge of 

starvation. Even without 
the abundant evidence from in- 
dependent sources this would be 
an obvious conclusion, as the 
country was never self-suffici- 
ent,” states the Belgian Bureau 
of Information. 


After citing’ some of the evidence, 
the Bureau adds (according to the 
Manchester Guardian, Dec. 22): 


M.' Pierlot, the Belgian Prime Minister, 
called attention to the tragic question of 
starving Belgium not long ago. The Belgian 
Government, he said, understood the import- 
ance of the blockade and the winning of 
the war, but hoped, within that limitation, 
that some means of coming to the rescue of 
Belgian youth, which represented the future 
of the nation, might be found. . 


DEATHS IN GREECE 


The Istanbul Correspondent of The 
Times reported (Times, Dec, 22): 

The scarcity of food in Greece is getting 
constantly worse, and the number of deaths 
in Athens and the Piraeus has reached 2,000 
a day. 

The same report alleged that “two 
shiploads of wheat sent to Greece by 
the Italians were requisitioned by the 
Germans on their arrival,” but in- 
quiries made by the Peace Pledge 
Union in Greek circles in London 
elicited the information, from an au- 
thoritative source, that there was “no 
basis whatsoever” for the statement. 


We also learn that the German mili- 
tary, on entering Salonika, interfered 
in no way with the relief-work being 
done by the American Farm School. 
On the contrary, they gave it what 
assistance they could. Col. Rieckhoff, 
head of the Air Force quartered at the 
School, said that the babies and child- 
ren in the city must have their milk, 
and posted an order forbidding the 


ing him that, where community of in- | soldiers to take any. 
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The Fope’s 
Appeal 


“WAR AGGRAVATES 
EVILS” 


J Pope’s appeal on Christmas 
Eve was, tucked away in obscure 
' corners of the newspapers, and 
in almost all so compressed as to be 
meaningless. Having restated, in 
new words, the five principles of 
world-order which the enunciated a 
year ago, the Pope continued :— 


Mankind is rebelling against the message 
of Christianity. We cannot close our eyes 
to the progressive de-Christianization of life 
and the abuse of science and power by man- 
kind. There is an unbridled impulse toward 
expansion, the idea that force creates right. 
In some countries the atheistic anti-Christ- 
ian idea of the State is spreading its tent- 
acles. E 

War, far from mitigating these evils, ag- 
fravates them. We need men of courage. 
vision, and conscience to reconstruct the 
world. 


True, too true. But the world’s 
candidates for the post are Churchill, 
Roosevelt, Stalin, Hitler and who- 
ever it is decides the policy of Japan. 
, Perhaps if even they were to put 


their heads together, something 
might come of it. But as things are, 
they are like Blake’s Devourers: 


each “only takes portions of exist- 
ence and fancies that the whole.” 


Morale or Mission ? 


HITLER'S gesture in taking over 

the supreme command of the 
German army is capable of more 
than one interpretation. Naturally, 
the most sanguine and most comfort- 
ing is the most popular: German 
morale is becoming precarious; the 
full entry of the US into the war, 
following upon the definite check 
given by «the Russians to their 
advanee, has filled the Germans with 
foreboding, which only the prestige 
of the Fuhrer can dispel. 


It may be so; but equally the 
change may be due to a number of 
other causes, of which perhaps the 
one least likely to be taken seriously 
in Britain is Hitler’s own belief in 
the reality of his historical mission. 
When the conception has been en- 
couraged that he is “a bloodthirsty 
guttersnipe,” with phenomenal good 
Juck, the best he can be allowed to 
be is a kind of chtap mascot for the 
German army. He is something more 
formidable than that. 

No doubt the Germans are tired of 
the war; but so no doubt are the 
Russians; and so are we. But that 
tiredness brings us no nearer to the 


end. 
End of the War? 


[7 looks as though the war-process 

will go on until a position is 
reached—an equilibrium of power— 
which there is no hope of changing 
further. The actual position of 
equilibrium may be reached quite 
quickly; but it may be years before 
the belligerents come to recognise it 
as one which they cannot hope sub- 
stantially to change. 

Mr. Churchill has assured the 
American people that USA and 
Britain will be able “to take the 
initiative” in 1943. It sounds com- 
forting to some; byt its comfort 
comes largely from its vagueness. 
Something a good deal more irre- 
sistible than an initiative will be 
required to dislodge Japan from the 
postions she is now securing in the 
Far East, or effectively to loosen the 
German hold of the European con- 
tinent. And it is possible that by the 
time we are ready “to take the 
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Danger to Our 


ome! Liberty 


1 88 turned up again in the House of 

Commons last Thursday week in 
an unexpected—and unsavoury—way. 
The story was roughly this. The 
Economist: had published an article 
on 18B which struck someone in 
Broadcasting House as a good objec- 
tive statement of the position of the 
Government | and its critics on this 
prickly subject. The author—Mr. 
Gibb—was accordingly invited to pre- 
pare a talk on the same lines as his 
article. He did so, and his script was 
approved. He arrived at the BBC to 
give his talk, and was told that it 
must not be given. He inquired the 
reasons and discovered that it had 
been submitted to the Ministry of In- 
formation, who had submitted it to the 
Home Secretary. Mr. Morrison took 
exception to it on the ground that it 
was not “impartial.” The broadcast 
was stopped. 


Mr. Aneurin Bevan did not exagger- 
ate, it seems to us, when he said that 
“this instance discloses an atmosphere 
which is obscene.” On this matter of 
18B the public has had to endure ful- 
some laudations of the Home Secre- 
tary’s attitude by the speaker of the 
BBC Parliamentary commentary: 
“The Week in Westminster-’’ The 
moment an attempt is made, on the 
initiative of the BBC itself, to give 
an objective account of the issue, the 
opinion of the Home Secretary is in- 
vited; and on his declarng that he 
does not lke the broadcast it is sud- 
denly cancelled. 


Mr. Morrison’s own account of the 
proceedings is ‘rather different. 

My Hon. friend said that I did not like 

the broadcast and, therefore, I expressed a 
view against it. I did nothing of the kind. 
I said that, in my view, it was a partial 
statement and that, therefore, I thought that 
the fair thing was either, if possible, to have 
it made impartial, or to have another broad- 
cast, commenting on this one, to sum the 
matter up. 

Now if this were an accurate ac- 
eount of Mr. Morrison’s proceedings, 
why was the broadcast cancelled? The 
first suggestion indeed ought not 
have been put forward. A broadcast 
could not be “made impartial,” at any 
rate to suit the Home Secretary’s con- 
ception of impartiality, at the eleventh 
hour. But the second suggestion was 
reasonable and practicable. Mr. Mor- 
rison had only to say: “This broad- 
cast does not seem"to me quite fair. I 
think it calls for another by way of 
comment. But I take no exception to 
it. Go ahead.” To use his own 
words, he did nothing of the kind. If 
he had done, the talk would have been 
delivered. 

That is why we have no hesitation 
in regarding Mr. Morrison as a danger 
to British liberty. British liberty is 


not a simple and forthright concep- ! 


tion. It has to be delicately adjusted 
in times of national danger. That 
delicate adjustment calls for tact and 
instinct; above all for a constant bias 
toward liberty which will not incline 
an inch more to the arbitrary side 
than is really necessary. This con- 
stant bias can only come from a deep 
and almost religious conviction that 
the preservation of the maximum of 
civil liberty is vital to the survival of 
Britain as a society with value for 
the world. Mr. Morrison, we believe, 
does not possess this deep conviction. 
The bias of his mind is authoritarian 
and arbitrary. He has been nurtured 
on an alien ideology, and is expert in 
the working of a political machine— 
that of the Labour Party—that is the 
least inclined to liberty of all party- 
machines. He is an efficient municipal 
administrator, but not a statesman 
who can be: trusted to act as the 
guardian of British liberties. There- 


fore he is unfitted to hold the position 
of crucial responsibility which he now 


occupies. 


Russta’s Fart in 
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the Settlement 


initiative” we shall have to spend a 
long while staring at “the high 
uno’erleap’d mountains of necessity,” 
wondering where and how they are 
to be scaled. 


Germans Slowed Down 


HOWEVER, optimism has it that 
“the moment we have always 
looked for”? is come—“the moment 
when the invincible German army is 
in retreat, both in Russia and Libya” 
(New Statesman, Dec. 27). That 
seems an exaggerated way of looking 
at things—born of the unspoken ex- 
pectation that the German armies 
normally go on advancing for ever. 
A cooler estimate would be that the 
momentum of the German war- 
machine must slow down, sooner or 
later; and that, fortunately for the 
Russians, it has slowed down on the 
safe side of Moscow and Rostov, in 
mid-winter when the strain upon the 
German troops is very great. The 
Germans have suffered a severe dis- 
appointment. They have not 
shattered the Russian army, whose 
endurance and recovery has been by 
far the greatest non-German military 


achievement during this war—incom- ‘ 


parably greater than the winning of 
“the battle of Britain.” But the 
Russiang are'a very, very long way 
from recovering the vast territory 
and industrial potential they have 
lost. The view attributed to Hess 
below may help to re-establish a 
sense of proportion. 


Russia and the*Peace 


THERE has been a good deal of almost 
ecstatic commentary over Mr. Churchill’s 
meeting with Roosevelt, and Mr. Eden’s with 
Stalin. Typical is the dithyramb of the News 
Chronicle (Dec. 29): “These two mighty events 
with all they imply for the future of the war 
and beyond, are messages of ineseapable defeat 
to the Nazi regime and its misled people.” 
We shal! see. 


More interesting is the curiously grudging 
acknowledgment in The Times (Dec. 29) that 
the Russians alone have succeeded in defeating 
the German army, and that therefore they 
must be allowed an equal influence in the 
peace-settlement. This is accompanied, how- 
ever, by the admission that “the socia] and 


economic ideals of Russia have already influ- 
enced the thought and practice of many coun- 
tries” (which countries?) “and are bound to 
play a large part in any future reordering of 
the world.” 

The other point of interest is the continued 
emphasis in the Stalin-Eder’ communique on 
“Hitlerite Germany.” Vansittartism, at any 
rate, finds no support in Russia. And that is 
something. 


Australia Speaks 


UT in spite of the superficial confidence 

and euphoria, an alarming symptom is 

reported from Australia. Mr. Curtin has 
made a most uncomfortable speech. 


We refuse to accept the dictum that the 
Pacifie struggle may be treated as a sub- 
ordinate segment of the general conflict. 
The Australian Government regard the 
Pacific struggle as primarily one in which 
the United States and Australia must have 
the fullest say in the declaration of the de 
mocracies’ fighting plan. Australia looks to 
America, free from any pangs as to tradi- 
tional links or kinship with the United 
Kingdom. We know the problems that the 
United Kingdom faces, but we know that 
Australia can go and Britain still hold on. 


We are determined that Australia shall 
mot go, and we will exert all our energies 
toward shaping a plan, with the United 
States as the keystone, giving Australia 
some confidence in being able to hold out 
until the tide of battle swings against the 
enemy. Australian policy will therefore be 
shaped toward obtaining Russian aid and 
working out with the United States as the 
major factor a plan of Pacific strategy with 
the British, Chinese, and Dutch forces. 


That requires no commentary. It is about 
as blunt an indication that Australia is sick 
of British leadership as could be imagined. 
And it implies a root-and-branch condemnation 
of the British conception of the strategy of this 
war. This dissatisfaction will not be allayed 
by Churchill-Roosevelt, Eden-Stalin conversa- 
tions. The Australians demand an effective 
voice in deciding strategy in the Pacific. Not 
they, but Britain, must take a minor place. 


Churchill Criticized 


HE point is driven home in a letter by Sir 
Keith Murdoch to The Times. Sir Keith 
Murdoch is (1 believe) the greatest newspaper 
proprietor in Australia, and his letter is an 
outspoken criticism of Mr. Churchill’s war- 
leadership. 

There are two aspects of the supreme 
management of the war which give me— 
and I believe many people—serious fore- 
boding. I believe that this country has 
been taking a tremendous responsibility, un- 
wise in any event, but shattering in its effect 
if things go wrong, in deciding strategy and 
policy alone for all British everywhere. Why 
should Mr. Churchill choose ta play so dan- 
gerous 2 game? The Dominions will not 


MASKS AND 


MUMMERIES 


“This same truth is a naked and open daylight that doth not show the 
masks and mummeries and triumphs of the world half so stately and dainty 


as candlelight.” Thus Bacon. 
tenths of its supporters. 

UT euphemism is the time- 

honoured refuge of the weak- 
minded; and most of us, unfor- 
tunately, are weak-minded. An 
age-otd superstition, for instance, 
deters us from naming death: our 
friends “pass away,’ “enter into 
rest,” or experience some other extra- 
ordinary sea-change. Drunkenness 
we abhor; we prefer to be “ tight,” 
or even “ canned.” 


Our twentieth century generation 
jeer at the weakness when they find 
it in Victorianism; they would scorn 
to refer to a “ gentleman cow, or 
the “limbs” of a piano (I have even 
read that in some households these 


| indecent members were draped). Yet, 
‘if a man has taken the | 
| Shilling to stab a foreigner in the 


King’s 


guts, how many of our age will name 
it murder? ‘ 

I remember once, at school, having 
to read a cheerful little poem called 


“The Cricketers of Flanders ”—all 
about hand-grenades. It is only 
natural that our rulers, like our 


rhymsters, should trade on our weak- 
ness, and that we should buy their 
wares. 
* * * 
How impassively we read about 
the “ particularly good results ” pro- 
duced by an air-raid on Germans, or 


about the “cleaning up of enemy” 


pockets of resistance.” 

“ Particularly good results!” We 
have seen something of these good 
results, in London and elsewhere. 
Some of them are not at first 
apparent; recently, for instance, the 
skeletons of several London firemen 
were discovered among some ruins in 


which they must have been buried a. 


year ago. Not that they had been 
killed; they had, no doubt, “ become 
casualties.” 

“Cleaning up pockets of enemy 
resistance’ reminds us of the swift, 


Call a spade a spade, and war will lose nine- 


health-giving action of the surgeon’s 
knife; it does not suggest a_ pitiful 
group of Italian peasants, exhausted 
by fever and dysentery, whose. only 
existence is the short, blissful silence 
betwken machine-gun and bombing 
attacks, 
rs * * 


How often do we hear such phrases 
as “two enemy planes were shot 


down; four of our machines are 
missing.” It is as if our pilots, 
cruising in the Milky Way, have 


missed their bearings in a great cloud 
of stars and will return at last, 
ragged and unrecognised, like 
Ulysses .to Penelope. (No official 
mention even of the men—just “ four 
of our machines.’’) 

“That’s bad!” exclaims Smith, an 
implacable armchair warrior. Then 
he tots up the total of British and 
enemy planes destroyed during the 
week and his face brightens. “ Forty- 
three to thirty-eight! ” he announces 
with satisfaction. “We're still on 
the right side.” (He is an enthusi- 
astic cricketer in peace time, and 
therefore used to keeping the score.) 


Watson, an equally enthusiastic 
amateur economist, produces a pencil 
and draws up a hypothetical profit 
and loss aecount, and having assessed 
the value of each plane lost, wonders 
if it was worth it, “ Still,” says 
Smith,” and Watson is in complete 
agreement with him, “we’ve got to 
be prepared to sacrifice a few 
machines when ‘we take the offensive.” 
And, exhausted by the sacrifice, the 
two heroes retire to bed. 


* * s 


Yet there were men in those 
machines, and: they did not lose their 
way among the stars. One of them 
made a parachute descent over 
enemy territory and sustained 
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stand grave decisions going against them 

unless they are in those decisions, and some- 

thing must be done to improve the war- 
management, 

Both matters lead to Mr. Churchill... He 
has a mastery over men in his company 
greater even than his mastery over the pub- 
lic. He has such great powers that he dom- 
inates much too greatly those around him. 
This has virtue, but it also has the un- 
happy effect of giving undue reach to a mind 
which is capable of misjudgment as well as 
good judgment. The Prime Minister's in- 
fluence over strategy has unduubtedly been 
profound, not only because he devotes him- 
self to it and has great cenfidence in his 
own judgment but also because there has 
unfortunately been a weakening in the 
powers of the fighting service leaders. 

That is as near to a downright condemna- 
tion of Mr. Churchill as has been uttered any- 
where. It comes from one of the most mod- 
erate as well as one of the most influential 
spokesmen of Australian opinion. Its signifi- 
cance is great. 


Hess Again 


QUIS FISCHER, in the New York Nation 
(Nov. 25), has a long “story” about 
Rudolf Hess. It gives more definite form to 
eonclusions which I had already formed. Hess 
has steadfastly refused to say whether he came 
to England with Hitler’s consent or know- 
ledge. For the first two weeks he refused to 
say anything except to Churchill or Eden: but 
in the third week, being assured that neither 
would consent to see him, he announced that 
the purpose of his mission was to arrange a 
separate peace jbetween Germany and Britain, 
and that Hitler intended to attack Russia. 
This information was passed on immediately 
to Stalin. 

Hess gaid that if Germany had to fight Eng- 
land and Russia simultaneously, the total con- 
quest of Russia would take a year; but that, 
if England would make peace with Germany 
Russia could be smashed in three months. 
Since from the British point of view it was 
much better to have Germany engaged with 
Russia for twelve months than for three, the 
offer was rejected out of hand. But Hess 
thinks. Britain was guilty of a historic blunder 
in going to war with Germany. Germany (he 
affirmed) never intended to attack England. 
Germany's enemies were France and Russia, 
and after dealing with them, Germany would 
have lived in friendship with Britain. - 

When Hess was told that no British Govern- 
ment would ever again negotiate with the 
Nazis, he exelaimed “You are not serious, are 
you?” He was shocked. When he was at 
last convinced that Britain was serious, he 
demanded a plane, petrol and maps so that 
he could return to Germany. “He had his 
second shock when Kirkpatrick did not take his 
request seriously.” Perhaps: we shall regret 
that lack of chivalry. 


Gandhi Resigns 


ii R. GANDHI resigned the leadership of 
‘— the Indian Congress Party on Dec. 30. 
“Congress had made it clear (he said) that 
the door was not barred altogether against 
Congress participation in the present war, and 
certainly not on the ground of non-violence.” 
It is rather surprising that Mr. Gandhi was 
“astonished” to find that most members of the 
Congress Working Committee did not inter- 
pret the Bombay resolution as meaning that 
Congress was refusing participation in the 
present. war and all wars on the ground of 
non-violence. It seemed fairly plain to dis- 
tant observers that the party which passed 
the Poona resolution could not have adopted 
pacifism on principle, but only for tactical 
reasons. 


Making Christ Real 


No these days of paper shortage it was 
tronical to see a quarter-page of a great 
newspaper given up to an advertisement by 
the Lord’s|Day Observance Society protesting 
against the broadcasting of Dorothy Sayers’s 
modern-language version of the life of Christ. 
According to the Sunday Dispatch (Dec. 28) 
the Secretary of that formidable association is 
prepared to spend over £1,000 in preventing 
further broadcasts. 

On that Sunday I happened to be in Coven- 
try. The lovely cathedral was in ruins. I 
saw tremendous queues for the picture houses; 
I heard of one beautiful modern chureh that 
mustered a Sunday congregation of eight. 
Though I do not suggest that that is typical, 
I believe that a church congregation of a hun- 
dred is a rarity in Coventry. Though Coven- 
try has had a tragic experience of the horror 
of modern war, it seeks, its Sunday sustenance 
in the cinema and not™in church. What then 
could be more fantastic than that the Lord's 
Day Observance Society should be-spending ita 
funds to prevent an imaginative writer from 
making the Christian faith real to the med- 
ern man? 


A Strange Dictum 


MS MAUD ROYDEN, I see, having got 
off herself, is in America, telling paci- 
fists where they get off. Asked why she had 
renounced pacifism, after renouncing war, she 
explained that “after much difficult soul-search- 
ing, she had finally become convinced that the 
‘negative’ aspect of pacifism no longer exerted 
any influence in the world today.” She ex- 
plained’ this pronouncement, 


“Pacifists ‘are unable ta do anything except — 


draw up statements renouncing war. True, 
their work on the land is praiseworthy, but in 
the end it all amounts to aiding the total war 
effort. It's not what you won’t do, but what 
you will do that counts.” 

A strange dictum to come from a Christian. 
The Christians who refused to burn their in- 
come on the altar of Caesar, now? That, ac- 
cording to Miss Royden, ‘didn’t count. And, 
presumably, she would have gone round lectur- 
ing these misguided ciphers, telling them how 
to become integers, by doing things that really 
count, with a certificate of Roman loyalty in 
their handbags. Rather strangely, she de- 
scribes ,her own present activity (which, I 
suppose, counts) as “an attempt to lift the 
Christian world above the flood of hate now 
rising to envelope it.’ I cannot help thinking | 
that vacifista do it better than she. But, of 
ong they are not allowed to go to Arnerica 
to do it. - 
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PEACE NEWS 


"INHE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
! which is signed by each member: 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulara may be obtained is: 


f PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


\ Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St_, W.C.1. 


y © 
Re-creation 
By JOHN BARCLAY 

N a world that is giving itself up to 

total destruction it is impossible 
to remain unmoved. It would be easy 
to succumb to the desire to stand aside 
and let the waves of violence pass un- 
checked; to struggle hopelessly against 
such odds seems futile. The energy 
required to be enthusiastic for paci- 
fist work is even harder to find when 
the days are cold and short and the 
nights long and dark. Depression is 
a deadly enemy to faith and saps at 
the deepest roots of our being. There 
must be no slackening, however, if we 
are to succeed in the work we have 
set ourselves. Somehow we must not 
only keep our faith but find the new 
energy to quicken the pace. 

During the coming year we have 
to build up the framework of Area 
organization. Only by self-sacrificing 
efforts on the part of every individ- 
ual member can this be done. That 
we lose hope occasionally is natural— 
that we regain it shows what hidden 
reserves are ours for the future. 


To re-create both energy and faith 
requires a contact with sources beyond 
ourselves. ‘The demands made on our 
time will inerease in proportion to 
our success in achieving our ends. 
These ends we shall achieve if we re- 
main faithful to the means to which 
as pacifists we are committed. The 
organization we are attempting to 
build aims at directing the energies of 
all scattered members so that each 
reaches its maximum strength with- 
out loss of individuality in order to 
create a world in which even the di- 
verse spirits of the PPU can find 
harmony and peace. LB 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Nelson—Members of the group have distri- 
buted from house to house copies of a special 
Christmas leaflet published by the group. The 
leaflet constituted a straightforward appeal to 
people to think out for themselves whether, 
in fact, victory can bring a really successful 
end to a war It quoted J..L. Garvin's asser- 
tion of 1919 that there is no proof “that the 
peace of victory affords any better prospect of 
endurance than a peace of compromise.” 

Alderman Bland, chairman of the Nelson 
group, writes of the sad loss of the former 
secretary of the group, Sam Cooper, who was 
fatally injured in an accident while cycling 
to his work. He had taken a job in horticul- 
ture near Preston, in accordance with his 
tribunal decision, and only in September had 
married Mildred Kay, one of the PPU’s best 
workers. 


* * * 


The death in similar circumstances {s_re- 
ported of Owen Page, a speaker for the PPU 
and chairman of the Lincoln group. He was 
found unconscious in the road, having appar- 
ently been knocked off his bicycle, and later 
died. He was a teacher but had lost hia job 
threugh being a CO. 


(Continued from p. 2) 


nothing worse than a broken leg. 
Another, also abandoning _his 
machine, swam in ice-cold water for 
a short space, then for the last time 
lost sight of the grey sky. 

A third, with a bullet through his 
head, was never completely ound; 
but they dug out the twisted engine 
nine feet down. The fourth made a 
forced landing and his plane caught 
fire; he was inside. . 7 

Three of these pilots had wives, 
two of whom cried a great deal, while 
the other could not even find relief 
in tears. One pilot, unmarried, 
happened to be an old friend of 
Smith, who had included him on his 
score-sheet. There were also chilr 
dren (not mentioned in the late-night 
bulletin). 

Bulletins must be brief; there is no 
time to record irrelevant details. 
And so. quite calmly, we learn that 
“four of our machines are missing.” 

Thus we lose our reason in a 
wilderness of words: once again vur 
slaves have become our masters. 


L. J. GOODBURN 


A WAY 


OF 


DELIVERANCE? 


Now that practically the entire 
**“ world has decided to go raving 
mad, it is up to the minority who have 
retained their senses to discover the 
best lines of approach to a settlement 
preferable to that selected by the Kil- 
kenny cats. 


It seems to me that the way of de- 
liverance might open if a statesman- 
like individual in this country, with 
an adequate backing of public opinion 
and sufficient press publicity (difficult 
I fear, to secure) to attract the atten- 
tion of the Governments with which 
we are at war, were to say something 
of this kind: 


Laok here, this mass-murder is ridiculous 
and intolerable. Do not all intelligent men 
agree that if the resources of the world were 
properly developed gnd the output justly 
distributed, comfort and prosperity for every 
human being could soon be secured? Let 
us, therefore, stop killing one another and, 
‘with a new aim and in a new spirit, get 
together and see how best we can develop 
and utilize the world’s vast wealth for the 
general good of humanity. Nations rich in 
natural resources must realize their duty to 
help those that are poorer, regardless of 
race, colour, or political opinions, and they 
must also reform their monetary and foreign 
trade system so a3 to make this, as well as 
maximum production, possible. It does not 
matter who the statesmen are who conduct 
the preliminary negotiations for the restor- 
ation of peace, since we believe that the 
peoples of the world, after their bitter ex- 
perience of modern war, will, if they have 
a sane objective before them for the com- 
mon good, possess sufficient good sense and 
good feeling to restrain their leaders in the 
future from any unjust or aggressive action. 


A suggestion of this kind would, of 
course, involve a direct challenge to 
the orthodox financiers who control 


the economic policy of Britain, the 
Dominions, and the United States. 
This, however, is -unavoidable, for 
there can be neither peace nor pros- 
perity as long as the British Empire 
and the United States retain a finan- 
cial and foreign trade policy which is 
run so largely in the interests of 
money-lenders, currency speculators, 
and big business monopolies. 

The German propaganda is always talking 
about the Democracies being controlled by Jew- 
ish International Finance. The Jewish insinu- 
ation is, of course, overdone, but what is said 
about International Finance is all too true, 
although a lamentably small percentage of 
people in this country are as yet aware of it. 
Behind the causes of the war given out by our 
propaganda and the dislike felt by many high- 
minded and sincere people for totalitarian 
methods, there does undoubtedly lie the deter- 
mination of orthodox financiers, who care 
nothing for freedom and democracy, to over- 
throw their totalitarian rivals and reinstate 
a tyranny quite as harsh, if different in char- 
acter. 

The totalitarian Governments, whatever 
their faults in other directions, have gained a 
pretty sound appreciation of humanity’s real 
enemy in the economic sphere; for which 
reason an appeal like that which I have out- 
lined would be pretty sure to meet with a re- 
sponse. A sane financial system is the bridge 
on which we can meet in friendship those 
with whom we are now at'war; and if we offer 
to give up our present anti-social financial 
aystem which they so obviously regard as their 
chief enemy and which is, in fact, as contrary 
to the interests of our own people as it is to 
those of other peoples, we in turn can suggest 
that the totalitarian States should contribute 
to the welfare of mankind by abandoning 
measures which interfere unjustly with the 
rights of other nations and the freedom of 


individuals. 
BEDFORD 


Cairnsmore, 
Newton Stewart, 
Wigtownshire. 


Victory or Death? 


4°)NCE more, on December 11, 
the Prime Minister has told 
us and the world, in his 

splendidly dramatic way, ‘“‘speak- 

ing for the USA and for the 

British Empire,” that “we would 

all rather perish than be con- 

quered.” 


It is surely our duty, whether ‘as 
Christians or from the standpoint of 
philosophic or indeed any sensible 
humanism, most definitely and out- 
spokenly to challenge this statement. 
It is one, of course, persistently 
reiterated in war-time, still more by 
Nazis and by Japanese than by our- 
selves. 


If the Scottish national novelist has 
written of battle that “one crowded 
hour of glorious life is worth an age 
without a name”; if an Englishman 
has recently adjured us to “die on 
our feet rather than live on our 
knees,” it is Mussolini who has main- 
tained that it is far better “to die 
as a lion rather than live as a lamb,” 
and similar, often-repeated statements 
could certainly be quoted from Hitler 
or from Japanese lips. 


A BARBARIAN CREED 


Though such heroics are largely 
due to the real or supposed needs of 
war-morale, I doubt not that with 
many they are quite sincere and even 
religious in a sense. But they are 
emphatically barbarian, not Christian. 

In our Bible we find that the great 
Jewish priestly and prophetic writers 
encouraged their people to make the 
best of a life of often paigful sub- 
jection or exile, for the deepening of 
their religion, morals and culture. 
The prevailing note of the New 
Testament, addressed to readers who 
were also mainly a politieally and 
economically subject community, 1s 
similar. And both Jews and 
Christians, from a very early date, 
took in hand the difficult and splendid 


task of educating thdir barbarian 
overlords. 
Moreover, the non-Christian 


humanist has before him g similar 
example in the Greeks. Much 
greater than the service the ancient 
Greeks rendered by dying in the 
cause of political freedom at Mara- 
thon and Thermopylae was their 
patient, century-long endurance of 


complete political subjection under 
first the Macedonian and then the 
Roman “barbarians.” In science, in 
arts and crafts, in philosophy and 
religion, the best of the Greeks set 
themselves, often from the humili- 
ating position of household slaves, to 
be the schoolmasters of these 
arrogant overlords. 


Many other historical instances 
could be cited to show how, from the 
dawn of pre-history, the continuity, 
in spite of constant setbacks, of 
human civilization has been de- 
pendent upon the patient acceptance 
by the more truly religious and 
cultured races of a subject status 
under conquerors superior in virility, 
in ruthlessness, and the martial 
virtues (Cp., eg., the fascinating 
survey in the 6d. Penguin, ‘“ The 
Growth of Civilisation,” by W. T, 
Perry.) . 


HISTORIC PROCESS 


Whatever the immediate outcome 
of the present state of war, history 
seems to show clearly that the future 
of mankind depends upon whether 
this process is to be reversed or not. 

Mr, Churchill’s determination to 
conquer or die were to prevail on a 
big seale, then the human race would 
go up to the skies (to some Valhalla, 
let us hope) in dark clouds of funereal 
smoke, illuminated, as in a stormy 
sunset, by a series of glorious ex- 
plosions. 


If, however, the majority of men 
and women of good will determine, 
as in the past, to make the best of 
defeat, before destruction becomes 
widespread, and dare to believe in the 
power of non-violent goodness to 
melt and change the hearts of 
enemies and evil men, then, in the 
lapse of years, a better order will 
gradually prevail; and in this order, 
as is often being stressed in these 
columns, the pacifist idea and prac- 
tice of “community” will play a 
large,\and perhaps decisive part. 

, One word more. Any religious-minded man, 
however whole-heartedly in the war, ought 
surely to be doubtful about the wisdom of con- 
stant assertions that it is “impossible,” “un- 
thinkable,” ete., that we should fail to win it, 
as inviting a devastating answer from Provi- 
dence or provoking, shall we say, the “nemesis” 
of Destiny against a human boastfulness that 
puts its trust in immense armaments and in 


Letters to the Editor 


PACIFIST FAITH 


I AM sorry to find a friend like Dr. 
Herbert Gray, whom we all revere 
and to whom we all owe so much, 
among those pacifists for whom the 
darkness of dilemma seems to loom 
above and‘ almost to extinguish the 
glowing light of pacifist faith. 

Stephen Hobhouse reminds us in the same 
number of Peace News (Dec. 19) that the 
dread features of‘ dictatorship and imperialism 
in the time of Christ were remarkably sim- 
ilar to much that the world is experiencing 
now. In Naomi Mitchison’s “Blood of the 
Martyrs” we are not only given a wonderfully 
sympathetic understanding of the dilemmas 
and persecutions suffered by the simple early 
followers of Christ, but also of the steadfast- 
ness of faith, the courage, even the joy, that 
came to them in following him to the utter- 
most. 

Is it true that pacifists of today feel them- 
selves “‘deeply in debt to our navy’? In the 
last war, this was one of the favourite dil- 
emmas with which the tribunals liked to con- 
front COs. “How can you refuse to fight,” 
they said, “when you depend on the navy for 
food and protection’? We used to reply that 
we did. not ask or want the navy to protect 
us; that we would be glad to see our cauntry 
lead the world with proposals for the com- 
plete all-round abolition of national armaments 
and the settlement of differences by all-in con- 
ference. 

That is still my faith today. I believe it is 
a surer way to the liberation of the oppressed 
peoples‘ than years more destruction of spirit- 
ual and material values. The navy to which 
Dr. Gray thinks we should be grateful is, whilst 
trying to ensure supplies of food for us, trying 
equally to prevent it from reaching a continent 
jn the agony of starvation. 

CORDER CATCHPOOL 
49, Parliament Hill, N.W.8. 


STAR IN THE EAST 


Thank you for the sane and ade- 
quate leader “Star in the East” (Dec. 
19). After the-sickening cant and 
pious protestations of the national 

‘ press, it was a real pleasure to read. 
To your Caliban quotation I suggest 
we might add, as equally applicable to 
Japan (and to Nazi Germany): 

The villainy you teach me 
I will execute: and it shall go hard 
But FE will better the instruction. 

As a friend reminded me, after the 
last war we conferred upon Japan the 
honour of the title “The Great Britain 
of the East.” How aptly does she fit 
that description now! 


JOHN HIGHET 
PRIVILEGED EDUCATION 


You published a letter in Peace News (Dec. 
19), asking for help to maintain three of 
George Lansbury's grandchildren at school. 
One presumes that. they attend a special] school, 
paying fees. 

Now that the world as we knew it ia going 
up in smoke, and that pacifista have preached 
against the capitalism which has created the 
conditions needed for war, of which privileged 
education is a part, is it right that any man’s 
grandchildren should be given preferential 
treatment at the expense of others? 

I know that through an excessive sentiment- 
alism it is easier to get money for this than 
it is for the poor to get money to buy bread, 
but knowing how desperately in need of food 
and shelter some COs are, and having 
heard somewhere that it is hard for a rich 
man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
are we ag pacifists justified in perpetuating 
the system in practice while denying it in 


theary? It seems as though we are going to 
need a pacifist “Old School Tie” for the next 
Besides, what would “Gcarge” say? 

3. H. WATSON 
The Oaks, Langham, ir. Golcheater. 
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“Towards a 
New World” 


Series of 


PUBLIC LUNCH HOUR 
ADDRESSES 


FRIENDS HOUSE, Euston Road, N.W.L 
Tuesdays, 1.20—2 p.m. + 


Speakers will include: 


13th January: Stphen J. Thorne; 

John W. Cadbury, Jean M. Thompson, 
Edith M. Pye, Elizabeth Fox Howard, Libe 
Ambrosova, Marie Luise Moll, iteert 
Murray, Jose Castillejo, Carl Heath. 


FOR HIGH LEVEL HEALTH COME TO 


Under the Personal Supervision of Mr. and 


Mre. James C. Thomson. 
Authors of: An Introduction to Nature Cure: 
Gealthy Ghiidhood: The Heart: Blood Pressure: 
4 New Approach to Cancer: Appendicitis: ete. 


superior morale, pretending that it can fore-| Particulars of Treatment and Training from 
see the incalculable future, wherein “the good j The Secretary, The Kingston Clinic Edinburgh $ 


cause” does not always win. 


REGULATION | 


Is B 


AST Wednesday the House of 
Commons debated what is 
known as Regulation 18B. That 

Regulation is part of the arrange- 
ments made for the defence of our 
common safety against hostile action 
in this country, and it gives power to 
the Home Secretary to imprison 
without trial any persons who may 
in his view have certain dangerous 
tendencies. It has aroused great 
public interest, and in the House of 
Commons there was a sharp division 
of opinion which cut across the 
ordinary lines of party politics. 4 


Over much of the field covered by 
the debate there is general agree- 
ment. There’s a good deal of common 
ground. It is common ground that 
the safety of the realm is paramount. 
It is common ground that the ordinary 
process of law will not protect us 
against this particular danger. 


In peace-time the law comes mm 
after 2 wrong has been done and 
punishes the wrong-doer or sets the 
wrong right. In times of war we 
can’t afford to wait. We must antici- 
pate and prevent, and for that pur- 
pose the ordinary law just will not 
work. Hf a crisis came on us suddenly 
and a bunch of fifth columnists seized 
a wireless station or invaded an aerv- 
drome, you could not go to the county 
court and get an order for possession 
or send a squad of police to arrest 
the men and bring them to the Old 
Bailey. We must anticipate, and that 
means that we must act on suspicion. 

On the other hand, it is common 
ground that imprisonment should be 
hedged about with all possible safe- 
guards. 

* 


HAT, I think, is as far ag general 
_ agreement goes, and at this 
point the two lines of thought 
diverge. But before we come to them 
let us go back to the birth of 18B and 
see something of its life story. 

It came before the House first in 
October, 1939, and it said then that 
if the Home Secretary were satisfied 
that a man should be detained, then 
he could be detained. The House 
did not like it and pointed out that, 
if a Minister could act like this just 
because he was satisfied, then he had 
complete power over the liberty of 
every British subject. The Govern- 
ment promised, in deference to this 
criticism, to submit the regulation to 
a small committee and have it ye 


NEWS OF C.0.s 


For failing ,to register for fire-watching, 
sentences of three months imprisonment have 
been imposed on Thomas Griffin and Thomas 
Rhodes, of Lancaster, and of one month on 
Paul Roberts, John B. Roberts, and W. T. 
Thomas, of Cardiff. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Evesham.—Ruth Elliott, c/o Friends’ Meeting 
House, Cow!) Street, Evesham. 

Matlock and District.—Howard B. Jones, 
“Glenroyd,” Northwood Lane, Darley Dale, 
Matlock. 

Sutton and District (United Pacifist Council). 
—E. A. Ffitch, 49 Bridgewood Road, Wor- 
cester Park, Surrey. (This covers Banstead, 
Carshalton, Epsom, Ewell, New Malden, Sutton 
and Cheam, Wallington, Worcester Park, and 
Morden, whose separate bureaux are super- 
seded.) : 

‘trowbridge (Individual Adviser).—Arnold 
Smith, 49 Clarendon Avenue, Trowbridge, Wilts. 


Ge 2s 24 20 08 00 09 O26 OO 00 04 40 66 08 00 06 06 00 
OO 66 06 64 $F 22 42 08 48 68 00 OO 04 00 00 be 08 04 


. THE WORD 


Edited by GUY A. ALDRED. 


January. Mlustrated Price 2d. Post Free, 3d. 
Annual Subscription 8s. 6d. 17 Articles. 
Duke of Bedford Affirms. Christian and War 
by Rhys Davies, M.P. Past War Reconstruc- 
tion by Lord Snell. In The Copperbelt: Creech 
Jones, M.P. v. George Hall, M.P. “Intern 
Lord Vansittart’ by Gordon Stort. Tom 
Johnston by F. W. Jowett. New Zealand, 
Canada, U.S.A. C.O.s. Money and Progress 
by the Duke of Bedford. More Headline Sen- 
sation. Editor’s Trials. Adlard’s Last Poem. 
Love Never Fails by Guy Fanain. Christianity 
According ta Christ by Rev. H. J. Dale. Was 
Jesus A Rebel? In Democratic Fellowship. 
Ethel MacDonald: Anti-Fascist and Conchie. 
Bargain bundles pamphlets and papers. 
By Tolstoy, Bedford, Strickland, Aldred. 
Includes al) new pamphlets. Worth &s. 0d. 
Post Free 4s. 0d. 
List of Books: Post Free 2d. History of all 
publications issued. 


Order now from 


The Strickland Press 


104, George St., Glasgow, C.1. 


Open daily (except Sun.), 9.30 a.m. 
$3 $$ $3 $2 33 33 32 


+ 
33 33 $2 33 


oo +e 


PEACE NEWS 


The Cancelled Broadcast 


This is the full text of the talk which was to have been 
Lroadcast by Mr. J. E. W. Gibb, a director of The Economist, 
on Dec. 2 and the cancellation of which by the Ministry of In- 
formation was the subject of questions and debate in the 
House of Commons on Dec. 18, during which it was read by 


Mr. Mander. 


drafted. It was re-drafted, and it 
appeared in a different form- It now 
said that, if the Home Secretary had 
reasonable cause to believe a man 
to be dangerous, he might detain him. 
The Government agreed that before a 
man is imprisoned, not only must the 
Minister believe, but the Minister’s 
belief must be reasonable. 


And later on the Government went 
a step further. It said that the 
person to decide whether the Home 
Seeretary had reasonable cause for 
his belief should be the Home Secre- 
tary, so if the mind of the Home 
Secretary can be convinced by the 
arguments of the Home Secretary 
that the belief entertained by the 
Home Secretary is reasonable, then 
it is reasonable. But not otherwise. 
To us laymen that sounds perhaps 
rather like a dog subsisting on its 
own tail, but to lawyers it presents 
no difficulty, and out of 11 judges 
who have, given judgment on the 
Clause, 10 uphold the Government’s 
interpretation, and only one, Lord 
Atkin in the Lords, has dissented. 


* 


Now let us come back to Wednes- 
day’s Debate. 


The essence of the critics’ case is that the 
Regulation put into one man’s hands a power 
which no one man ought to exercise. That, 
say the critics, is not personal to Mr. Morrison. 
Whoever holds his office, if Solomon in all his 
wisdom held his office, it would still be wrong 
to let him sign away the liberty of his fellow 
subjects behind a barricade of secrecy and on 
the strength of his own opinion. 


The Government’s reply is that the man can 
appeal. As soon as he is detained he is told 
of an advisory committee to which he can go 
and put a case for his release. The Commit- 
tee has been chosen with great care, and its 
chairman is Mr. Justice Birkett. It gives 
every applicant a most patient hearing and, if 
it feels that the man is not doing himself 
justice, it often says to him, “‘Are you sure 
there is nothing else you would like to tell 
us?” or, “Would you like us to adjourn so 
that you can think about it, and, in case you 
think of something else, come back?” 


It is quite true that the committee sits in 
Secret and that ite findings are not published. 
It is true that the public never knows whether 
Mr. X satisfied the committee and got a 
recommendation or not. But this secrecy is 
essential. We cannot disclose our sources of 
information or bring our witnesses into the 
open. If we did, the sources might dry up and 
the witnesses refuse to testify. Without 
secrecy we cannot protect the safety of the 
country and we ean do no more than appoint 
a competent committee and give it the right 
to advise as it thinks proper. 


Handicaps 


The answer the critics make to the Govern- 
ment is this: We do not know much about 
the working of the committee, but we do know 
that the man comes before it without being 
told what the detailed charges against him 
are. He does not know who has given evidence 
against him. He does not see the witnesses. 
He cannot. cross-examine. He is not allowed a 
lawyer to appear for him. He has only his 
own advocacy to give his own reply to an 
unknown case supported by hidden witnesses. 


And if, weighed dawn with these handicaps, 
he still manages to persuade the committee, 
what happens then? The committee, no 
mattter how strongly it feels, has no power. 
It has only the right to advise. It may say to 
the Home Secretary, “We do not think this 
man is dangerous. We think you could safely 
release him.” But the Home Secretary need 
not take the slightest notice of the advice. If 
he believes the man is dangerous, that is his 


FREEDOM PRESS 


recommend the following beoks and pam- 
phlets to PEACE NEWS readers who want 
to read, or present to their friends, valu- 
able, thought-provoking literature this 
Xmas: 
By P. KROPOTKIN: Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment 3d., Mutual Aid 6d., The Wage 
System 2d.; By HERBERT READ: To 
Hell with Culture 1Is.; By BERTRAND 
RUSSELL: Roads to Freedom 5s.; By 
A. CILIGA: The Russian Enigma (special 
edition) 2s. 6d.; By F. A. RIDLEY: Fas- 
cism—What is it? 6d. The Jesuits (pub. 
10s. 6d.) 5s.; By GEORGE BARRETT: 
Objections to Anarchism 4d., The Anarchist 
Revolution 2d.; By R. ROCKER: Anarcho- 
Syndicalism. Theory and Practice 1s. 6d. 
The Russian Myth 3d. (Add 2d. in 1s. on 
all orders for postage). 
Last, but not least: WAR COMMEN- 
TARY, which has been consistent through- 
out in its opposition to the war, from the 
Anarchist standpoint. Why not a com- 
Dlete file of WAR COMMENTARY for 1941 
as. (post free) 
And make sure of your copies in 1942 by 
sending your subscriptions now: 2s. 6d. 
for 6 months, 5s. for 12 months (post free). 
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belief, and, naturally, \.e thinks.it reasonable, 
and he would not be breaking the law if he 
pitched the committee’s recommendation 
straight into the waste paper basket. 


Actually we do know that in over 100 cases 
the Home Secretary has gone contrary to the 
committee’s advice, and whenever he prefers 
his own opinion he is bound by the Regulation 
to follow it in preference to theirs. He does 
not, in fact, claim ever to have accepted the 
committee’s view in preference te his own. 


What we want is an independent tribunal 
which will have something more than the right 
to advise. We want a body with power to 
detain and release—a body which (unlike the 
Home Secretary) will be free from police in- 
fluence, free of the Security Department, and 
free of the Civil Service. 


Executive Policy 


Now for the Government's come-back to that. 
If you mean (they say) that the Advisory Com- 
mittee is valueless because it is only advisory, 
youre much mistaken. In 90 per cent. of the 
cases the Home Secretary has followed the 
advice of the committee, and when he differs 
it ig on policy, not on fact. 


And this tribuna] of yours, by which you 
set such store, how is it going to function? A 
tribunal is a judicial body which needs to he 
satisfied of a man’s guilt. The whole tradition 
of our courts is that a man is innocent till he 
his proved guilty. But in dealing with these 
18B men we are not concerned with guilt or 
innocence. We are concerned only with sus- 
picion. Al the ordinary rules of the court go 
by the board, and if there is reasonable cause 
to believe that he is likely to stab the country 
in the back, we as the Executive insist on de- 
taining him. 

The detention is an executive act, not a 
judicia] one, and even in the man’s awn inter- 
est it is much befter that. the responsibility 
should rest on the Home Secretary who can 
be called to account.’ If he abuses his powers, 
Members of Parliament can challenge him on 
the floor of the House. But they couldn’t 
challenge your independent tribunal, and you 
are much more likely te get justice done if 
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you leave the power where it is—in the hands 
of a responsible Minister. 


Aunt Sally 


To that argument the critics repty that the 
Government is knocking down one Aunt Sally 
they never put up. We never asked (they 
say) for a tribunal which will work on the 
ordinary rules of evidence, and when the 
tribunal is formed you *can tell it that these 
rules don’t apply. Make it clear that its job 
is net to find out whether a crime has been 
committed, but whether there is reasonable 
grovnd for suspicion. Let it sit in secret, if 
you like, and let it have only such evidence as 
ean safely be produced. But let the prisoner 
have his case put by counsel and then, if coun- 
sel can’t persuade the tribunal that there is 
sxeasonable cause for his release, the tribunal 
can send him back to Brixton Gaol. 


And as regards the argument about MPs 
challenging the Home Secretary, our reply, in 
unparliamentary language, is: Thank you for 
nething. You keep everything seeret—you 
don’t tell us what the man has done, what the 
case against him is, who the witnesses against 
him are, what they said, or what the Advisory 
Committee recommended. We don’t know 
whether you accepted its recommendation or 
turned it dawn. All that is kept from us, and 
then you ask us to challenge you in the House 
and prove that your belief is unreasonable. 
Here I am, you say: hit me. Hit me when and 
how you like. But before the hitting starts I 
claim the right to fix a bandage tightly round 
my opponent’s eyes. 

* 
VV ELL, that is a rough but, I hope, 
a reasonably fair summary of 
the argument on the two sides. And 
now there is-one word of my own I 
would like to add. 

Very often the worst part of a man’s pun- 
ishment begins when he leaves prison, and 
with the stigma of prison on him faces the 
world and meets his old acauaintances. That 
is a terrible ordeal. Among the men detained 
on suspicion under 18B there are doubtless 
many .who are traitors at heart, but it is 
probable that there are others wha may be 
wrongheaded and perverse, but have not an 
aunce of real treachery in them. 


But all of them—traitors and non-traitors 
alike—must sooner or later face the ordeal of 
the prison stigma. And for the sake of those 
who are not guilty, for the sake of their wives 
and children, I would ask you not to forget 
that although they are in prison they are not 
technically being punished. Remember that 
they have never been charged, never been tried. 
and never been convicted. 
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ACCOMMODATION 


ACCOMMODATION required for C.O. in 
Reading, Erlegh district preferred. Oo. M. 
Bolton, 9 Alexandra Rd., Reading. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. Lendon and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), who will give special attention te the 
requirements of pacifists. 

FURNISHED Rooms vacant, farmhouse; no 
attendance; half mile town; West Yorkshire. 
Write Box 1039 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATION in Community. Children 6- 
12; vegetarian, food reform; qualified staff; 
moderate fees. Vacancies Spring Term. Com- 
munity School, Alderwood House, Greenham 
Common, Newbury, Berks. 

LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, 
imaginative, intuitive and intellectual gifts. 
Correspondence lessons 5s. each. (Also small 
classes, is. 6d. each.)—Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hi]i Rd., Landon, N.W.8. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom, fosters re- 
sourcefulnesg of hand and mind. Cottage 
workshops, gardens, live stock, community 
home, graduate staff. 


FOR SALE, & WANTED 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriage 
paid all complete, thus ready to use, £8 17s 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 

C.0. (FORESTRY) wishes to buy second- 
hand wireless (A.C.). 3 Deans Villa, Alfriston, 
Sussex, or 70 Beechwood Rd., Sanderstead, 
Surrey. 

DUPLICATOR urgently wanted by secretary 
of Area in throes of development. Des Oliver, 
Houghton, Leicester. 


MRS. McINTOSH would be grateful to re 
ceive used Christmas cards and calendars for 
children’s orphanage. / Please send to 5 Sec- 
ond Av., Blackpool S.S., Lancs. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


CROYDON. Women are specially invited to 
the combined C.O. Fellowship meetings, which 
are held every Friday at 8 p.m. at the Adult 
School, Friends House, Park Lane, for dis- 
cussion and advice. 

GLASGOW. Andrew White explains rights 
of women under new Act at meeting, Clarion 
Rooms, 144 Wellington St., Fri., Jan. 9, 17.80 
p.m. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


COMPANION HELP _ required. Lovely 
rural spot; smal]! house but all modern con- 
veniences; three children (girls) school daily; 
plain cooking, no rough. Write age, experi- 
ence, and salary required to D, Seal Ledge, 
Mortimer, Reading, Berks. 


FORM MISTRESS required in January for 
hoys 7-8 years, Hounslow district. Box 1040, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

GARDENER wanted, Somerset, with or with- 
out wife to assist with flowers; commercial. 
Box 1035 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


KINDERGARTEN TEACHER, also able to 
take children 7-9, and willing to share domestic 
work of the community, wanted in January 
for expanding boys’ and girls’ day and board- 
ing school. Redhurst, Cranleigh, Surrey. 

LORRY Drivers wanted, foodstuffs; per- 
Mmanency; must be strong and free to act; 
West Country. Box 1036 Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4. 

MATRON, with nursing experience, required 
for school community preparing children for 
post-war conditions. Mother with child over 
seven considered. Wennington Hall, via Lan- 
caster. 


PACIFIST SOLICITOR, Central London, re 


quires shorthand typist. Write Box 1041 Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


CHRISTIAN C.O. seeks food distribution 
work in Midlands, full or part time; registered 
as non-combatant; seasonal greetings to alt 
my pacifist friends. Shakespeare, 242 Pine 
apple Rd., Birmingham 14. 

PACIFIST, Woman, leaving local govern- 
ment work; varied administrative, organizing, 
and some accountancy experience; free in 
February; constructive, experimental, or relief 
work, wherever required: (call-up difficulties 
possible). Box 1088 Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Reform Veg- 
etarian Guest House; for happy holiday or 
restful recuperation; all modern cemforta.— 
A. and K. §. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat- 
lock. (Station: Ambergate; Tel. Ambergate 
44). 

FREE of charge for Christian werkers, 
Brighton holiday flat, also “Imasmuech”’ Hall, 
Cliff Rd. Gardens, Leeds. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INDIAN C.O.s. Detailed information of Tri- 
bunal cases of Indians and men ef Indian par- 
entage, with experiences and decisions, required 
with view to possible corporate action by In- 
dians resident in England. Box 1037 Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free en applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
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